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UNDERGRADUATES AND ALUMNI 

Closer relations created by vote of the Alumni Council—How to make Alumni 
Association more effective topic of discussion 


At the thirty-fourth meeting of the 
Alumni Council, held April 27, at the 
Engineers Club, Boston, the chief interest 
centered in the report of the ;committee 
on the relations between the alumni 
advisory councils and undergraduate 
activities. The report itself was unusu¬ 
ally illuminating, and it brought out some 
rather startling facts relative to under¬ 
graduate organizations which had not 
been heretofore understood. For this 
reason we print this report in the Review 
in connection with this meeting. 

Another topic that excited hardly less 
interest was—How can the Alumni Asso¬ 
ciation render greater and more direct 
service to its members, the Institute and 
the community? This brought out a 
number of suggestions, the first com¬ 
ing from James P. Munroe, ’82, who 
proposed that the Alumni Association 
initiate a movement to form a federation 
of the seventeen higher institutions of 
learning in Massachusetts for the purpose 
of cooperating with the Commonwealth, 
in a manner free from politics, to produce 
results which some hope to obtain by the 
establishment of a state university. 

Mr. Munroe also thought v ery strongly 
that it would be a serious mistake if the 
dormitories were not ready for occu¬ 


pancy by the students at the time that 
the educational buildings of the New 
Technology were finished, He thought 
it would be most unfortunate for the 
Institute if some of the fraternities were 
located on the grounds and some outside. 
This, in his opinion, would produce a 
cleavage between groups of students, and 
the effect would be unfortunate for the 
democratic spirit of Technology. He said 
that the housing of students was an 
alumni problem, and he suggested that 
a committee should be appointed to out¬ 
line a plan for underwriting the expense 
of putting up these dormitories at once. 

Another suggestion made was that the 
alumni could cooperate in the matter of 
finding employment for alumni. This 
was presented by Professor Spofford, ’93; 
and Matthew Brush, ’01, amplified it and 
felt that the alumni should provide means 
for bringing important men into touch 
with the larger positions that were vacant 
from time to time. He said that he him¬ 
self knew of at least one very important 
job that was waiting for the right man, 
and in his opinion the Alumni Association 
was best fitted to bring the man and the 
place together. 

Frederic H. Fay, ’93, suggested the 
publication of a business directory of 
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Technology men in order that alumni 
might be of more use to one another in a 
business way. 

Dean Burton seconded the remarks of 
Mr. Munroe in regard to dormitories, 
believing that it would be a calamity if 
Technology moved across the river and 
the dormitories were not ready for the 
students. 

C. W. Eaton, ’85, of Haverhill, moved 
that a committee be appointed to take 
up the problem of building dormitories, 
and it was voted that the President ap¬ 
point such a committee at the next meet¬ 
ing. 

William H. King, ’94, thought that 
membership in the association could be 
increased if the Council was closely linked 
with representatives in each one of the 
local associations. 

The resignation of John L. Batchelder, 
’90, as a member of the Advisory Council 
on Athletics, was read and accepted with 
an expression of thanks by the Council 
for nis long, interested and active service. 

I. W. Litchfield, ’85, field manager, 
made a report of his recent visits to 
Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse, New York 
City, and Providence, and announced the 
establishment of two new local alumni 
associations, one in Dayton, Ohio, and 
one in Bridgeport, Conn. 

George B. Glidden, ’93, made a report 
of progress on behalf of the committee on 
assemblies. This committee now has 
on the stocks an unusual entertainment, 
to take the place of the old pop concert, 
which will be held in Symphony Hall, 
Tuesday evening, June 9; and it will be 
largely devoted to initiating the senior 
class and welcoming them into the fold. 

President Whiting introduced Mr. Roger 
Pierce, secretary of the Harvard Alumni 
Association, who described the field of 
operations of the organization he repre¬ 
sents. 

The report of the committee on rela¬ 
tions between the alumni councils and 
undergraduate activities, which follows, 
was unanimously approved, and was 
signed by two alumni members and one 
undergraduate. The committee consisted 
of F. H. Hunter, ’02; C. W. Gram, ’09; 
A. C. Dorrance, T4. 


In taking up the matters referred to it, your com¬ 
mittee would remind the members of the Alumni 
Council of the change that has been brought about 
in undergraduate affairs in the last five years. This 
was brought to our attention at a special meeting 
of the Council a year ago; it was emphasized by 
Dean Burton at the last meeting of the Council, 
and was more strikingly shown by the presentation 
of an able report, drawn up by a committee of under¬ 
graduates on their own initiative, regarding the 
status and possibilities of the Technology Coopera¬ 
tive Society. 

The students are showing a sense of responsibility, 
a businesslike grasp of affairs, and a public spirit, 
that mark a great advance over the loose methods 
formerly all too common at Technology, as at other 
colleges. The center of the student affairs is the 
Institute Committee, which serves as a governing 
body for all student affairs, and on which each activ¬ 
ity is represented. 

But for this high standard of undergraduate ac¬ 
tion, some of the recommendations which follow 
would doubtless seem too radical, but your com¬ 
mittee feels every confidence in the intention of the 
students to manage their affairs on a manly, straight¬ 
forward basis. The formation of the Finance Com¬ 
mittee, and the present councils for The Tech and 
the Show, by the Institute Committee, and the secur¬ 
ing of loyal and capable alumni to serve on these 
boards gives strong proof of this aim. With coun¬ 
sel upon general lines of policy from more expe¬ 
rienced men, they may well be trusted to manage in 
a creditable manner all those activities which are 
local to the Institute. 

Your committee would note the existence of the 
following advisory councils, or boards, in which the 
alumni have a part: 

The Advisory Council on Athletics. 

The Advisory Council on the Tech Show. 

The Finance Committee. 

The Advisory Council on The Tech. 

The Advisory Board of the Technology Chris¬ 
tian Association. 

The Advisory Council on the Musical Clubs. 

Considering first the Advisory Board of the Chris¬ 
tian Association: 

This board was formed by the activity itself 
among those especially interested in its work. Its 
members are drawn from both alumni and Faculty. 
A paid worker, who is a college graduate with ex¬ 
perience in religious work among students, is em¬ 
ployed by the association. Funds are raised from 
tune to time by appeal among the alumni, but your 
committee feels that such support should remain, 
as it now does, upon individual action. The wide 
range of ideas in regard to religion, to be found 
among such a general body as the alumni of the 
Institute, makes it improper for the Alumni Council 
to act as a body on religious matters. This is not 
at all a criticism of the Christian Association, which 
we think is doing a commendable work, and which 
will, doubtless, receive support from many alumni 
as individuals. 

The advisory councils on the Tech Show and for 
The Tech were formed by the Institute Committee. 
At present they consist of two alumni members. 
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selected by the Institute Committee, and one under¬ 
graduate, who must be one of the seniors on the 
Institute Committee. The members are all chosen 
for one year at a time, and so far the alumni mem¬ 
bers have been reelected every year. These coun¬ 
cils are responsible to the Institute Committee, and 
their decisions, if not agreeable to the activity 
affected, may be appealed to the committee. While 
this provision may sound radical to some of the mem¬ 
bers of the Alumni Council, it has in practice worked 
out well. Appeal from the advice of one of these 
councils has only once been taken, and in that case 
the Institute Committee turned down the activity 
and upheld the decision of the alumni advisers. 

For the past few years the Alumni Council has 
gone through the motions of electing the alumni 
members of these councils, but as a matter of fact 
such election has had no bearing on the status of 
these councils. They were created by the under¬ 
graduates, and the members have been chosen by 
the undergraduates acting through the Institute 
Committee. However, as we have merely reelected 
the men already chosen by the students, no conflict 
has ever arisen. 

Although the Finance Committee was organized 
by the Institute Committee on much the same basis 
as those other bodies, the situation of its alumni 
members is different in that the Alumni Council 
has never gone through the form of electing them. 
This committee consists of two alumni members 
and one undergraduate, a senior, all chosen by the 
Institute Committee, and the treasurers of all the 
recognizri 1 activities of the undergraduates. At 
its meetings these treasurers have to present full 
reports of the business affairs of their respective 
activities, not only as to their present financial con¬ 
dition, but also as to the probable income and ex¬ 
penditures. From time to time the Finance Com¬ 
mittee audits the books of all the activities. The 
effect of these committee meetings has been to bring 
all student activities onto a business basis, and to 
prevent the contracting of bills beyond their means 
of payment. Principles of bookkeeping and busi¬ 
ness management have been learned here by many 
students. 

While we shall later submit suggestions for changes 
in the organization of the councils we have men¬ 
tioned, your committee is glad to report that they 
have been doing valuable work. The alumni who 
have served on them deserve warm praise for the 
loyalty and good judgment that they have shown. 

In addition to the advisory bodies already referred 
to there has been organized, during the past year, 
an Advisory Council for the Musical Clubs. This 
council was organized by the activity itself and the 
members have been selected by the clubs. While, 
doubtless, in this particular case the results have 
been good, it seems to your committee that the 
principle of having an activity select its own advis¬ 
ers is less to be commended than if, as in the other 
cases referred to, the choice lay with the Institute 
Committee, which is a disinterested tribunal, repre¬ 
senting the whole student body. If there is work 
for graduate advisers for the Musical Clubs we feel 
that they should be selected in the same manner as 
the other councils. All should be on the same 
basis. 


So much for the present; for the future, your com¬ 
mittee is of the opinion that the advisory councils 
could be improved and certain present weaknesses 
be avoided by the following changes, which we would 
recommend to the Alumni Council. They have 
already been laid before the Institute Committee 
and have received its indorsement. 

First: That the number of alumni on these coun¬ 
cils be increased from two to three, the undergrad¬ 
uate member being retained as at present. 

Second; That the alumni members be chosen one 
each year for a term of three years, and that at the 
expiration of their terms they be ineligible for im¬ 
mediate reelection. 

Third: That the alumni members be chosen by 
the Alumni Council after a conference between a 
special nominating committee of the Council and 
the executive board of the Institute Committee 
or such other undergraduate body as the Institute 
Committee may determine. 

Fourth: That a special nominating committee be 
chosen each year at the March meeting of the Alumni 
Council to confer with the Institute Committee 
or its representatives and then to report to the April 
meeting of the council a list of nominations for the 
vacancies in the advisory councils. That the coun¬ 
cil elect to fill the vacancies at its April meeting, 
and that the men elected sit with their respective ad¬ 
visory councils at all meetings during the remainder 
of the college year and that the actual terms of 
the advisers run with the college year, and that the 
undergraduate member be selected by the Institute 
Committee, as at present. 

Fifth: That the present system of appeal to the 
Institute Committee be retained. 

In support of these recommendations your com¬ 
mittee would offer the following: 

Under the present system, with but two alumni 
members, the removal or illness of a single old mem¬ 
ber, if coming soon after the selection of his colleague, 
woidd deprive a council of all knowledge of past ex¬ 
perience and greatly handicap its efficiency. A 
council of three men would not suffer to any such 
extent by any expectable circumstance, and would 
be at all times stronger than with two men. The 
function of the undergraduate member being to pre¬ 
sent the feeling of the student body at large in re¬ 
gard to the activity to be advised, he is hardly to 
be counted on for the business experience and ma¬ 
tured judgment that are the assets of the alumni 
members. His function, though real, is quite dif¬ 
ferent from theirs. 

An orderly system of rotation will bring men with 
fresh ideas and new impetus to the work and yet 
retain the valuable experience of former years. We 
also feel that under a system of definite rotation the 
alumni members will give more consistent service 
than if, as at present, they are elected for a year at a 
time but always urged to serve again, year after 
year. Also, we may mention, that with rotation 
as suggested, the number acquainted with under¬ 
graduate affairs will be increased and the student 
leaders, coming in contact with more of the enthu¬ 
siastic and capable alumni will catch more of the 
Technology spirit than at present. 

Under the present system of choice the tendency 
is to draft some men already taking an active part 
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in alumni work and thus increase his load, because 
the undergraduates cannot know more than a few 
of the most active alumni to choose from. The 
selection of the alumni members by the Alumni 
Council will, therefore, besides giving the advisers a 
stronger backing, open up a larger field for choice 
and insure the selection of men especially suited to 
the work, yet who, in most cases, are not now well 
known to the undergraduates. At the same time 
the conference with the undergraduates before mak¬ 
ing the nominations should prevent any feeling by 
the students that they are not consulted in the choice. 

The best results in the selection of the alumni 
advisers, will, we feel, be obtained by having a spec¬ 
ial nominating committee chosen for this specific 
work, rather than by adding it to the duties of the 
regular nominating committee. The members of 
the regular committee are selected with a view to 
choosing the term members of the Corporation and 
the officers of the Alumni Association, rather than 
for their acquaintance with student affairs. 

Your committee feels that the system of appeal 
to the Institute Committee is a perfectly proper 
one, inasmuch as these activities are local to the 
Institute, and are properly student interests. As 
the Institute Committee is made up of representa¬ 
tives of all activities as well as of the four classes at 
large, it would never be over prejudiced in favor of 
any particular activity, and its decision after hear¬ 
ing the arguments of the advisers, as well as those 
of the activity, would be quite certain to be rational. 
This system of appeal has worked to perfection in 
the past, and its continuance would be sure proof 
that the alumni were in no sense trying to run the 
undergraduate activities, only to give counsel and 
support. 

Before leaving these councils, your committee 
would suggest that if at some future time it is 
thought well to have the new Tech Monthly recog¬ 
nized, the duties of the council to The Tech should 
be extended to include that publication also. Its 
name would then naturally be changed to “Council 
on Undergraduate Publications. ” 

The Advisory Council on Athletics has purposely 
been reserved for separate considerations, as its his¬ 
tory, its field of usefulness, and its authority differ es¬ 
sentially from those of the bodies already discussed in 
this report. This council was formed some fifteen 
years ago to improve the chaotic conditions under 
which athletics at the Institute were then existing. 
Although it has ostensibly been a work of the 
Alumni Association alone, it should be borne in 
mind that its formation was the result of a series of 
conferences in which the Corporation, Faculty, and 
the undergraduates, as well as the alumni, were 
represented. The w ork of forming the council was 
by general consent placed in the hands of the alumni, 
as it was unanimously felt that they were best 
fitted to handle the situation. By gradual devel¬ 
opment this council has come to exercise functions 
quite beyond the meaning of the word “advisory”; 
it is in fact, an executive body having general over¬ 
sight of all athletic matters at the Institute; the 
Faculty has left to it all such questions; the Corpora¬ 
tion has placed in its hands the funds for the 
equipment and maintenance of the athletic field. 


and all funds raised for recognized branches of 
athletics go through its hands. It is the court for 
the settlement of all questions concerning athletic 
sports at the Institute and it is also consulted by 
Corporation and Faculty on many questions relat¬ 
ing to health and physical training of the students. 

For several reasons the field of athletics calls for 
different treatment from the other undergraduate 
activities. The bearing of athletics upon both the 
health and the character of the student body is 
much more extensive than that of other activities. 
It involves relations with other colleges, relations 
often calling for mature judgment and extended 
experience in such affairs. 

Whether we will or no, the athletics of any college 
form a considerable part of its publicity, and their 
conduct counts to an undue amount with those 
school-boys who may some day be students. More¬ 
over, while the other activities we have been con¬ 
sidering, can wdth proper management be self- 
supporting, or as in the case of the Show r be even a 
source of revenue, athletics demand the expenditure 
of considerable sums of money, which, at the 
Institute, are not easily raised. While the work 
of the other activities can be fairly well predicted 
in advance, many details regarding athletics have 
to remain uncertain till time for the events, and 
must then be dealt with promptly. Also at present 
the Athletic Council is responsible for a certain 
portion of Mr. Kanaly’s salary and some other 
desirable expenses which are on a different basis 
from the expenses of other activities. For all these 
reasons the Athletic Council calls for special ex¬ 
perience as well as business judgment, and sympa¬ 
thetic understanding of the student view point in 
addition to loyal interest. 

The council since its formation has accomplished 
a large w r ork. Its members have given freely of 
their time, and have more than once lent their 
credit and given of their money to help out in the 
pinches. No one knows all that has been done by 
Major Briggs, Dr. Rockwell and their associates on 
this council; their long and loyal service deserves 
the highest esteem of all interested in the welfare of 
Technology. Handicapped by poor facilities and 
by a scantiness of funds that was often a dearth, 
they have labored through many years to direct the 
athletics of the Institute in rational and healthful 
channels, and to give the students the best that was 
possible with the means at their disposal. 

The principle of graduate supervision in college 
athletics is finding favor more and more at other 
institutions, and the formation by our undergrad¬ 
uates of other advisory councils for their activities, 
shows an appreciation of the benefits which our 
Athletic Council has been to all concerned. 

However, in spite of all that your committee finds 
to praise in the work of this council, there is a feel¬ 
ing among ‘he undergraduates and there has been 
for some years past, that they have not been allowed 
sufficient share in arranging the details of their 
own athletics and too little understanding on their 
part of the actual conditions governing the council 
in its actions. While doubtless this condition is as 
much or more the fault of the students themselves, 
as it is of the council, yet the feeling is too strong 
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and too general to be wholly without cause. While- 
other undergraduate activities have been reorgan¬ 
ized and given new scope and energy by the students 
themselves in the last few years, the Athletic Asso¬ 
ciation has remained a somewhat perfunctory body 
and the interest of the students in athletics has not 
been as general as we could wish. The very strength 
and efficiency of the council has probably been, in 
part, the cause of this situation. While some two 
years ago a step was taken to give the Athletic 
Association a real work to do by placing the details 
of disbursements in the hands of its treasurer, the 
students have not made as much as they might of 
this increase of responsibility. 

That much would follow upon a fuller under¬ 
standing by the students of the conditions limiting 
our athletics, is well shown by the work they have 
done since the announcement by the council, some¬ 
what over a year ago, that the financial situation of 
athletics was serious. The holding of a “Tag Day” 
and the giving of two informal entertainments have 
brought in substantial sums for the support of 
athletics. Your committee firmly believes that an 
increased interest and a larger participation in 
athletics by the student body are desirable and can 
in some measure be achieved by a better all-round 
understanding, and a larger participation by the 
undergraduates in the management of such affairs. 

At present the Athletic Council consists of three 
alumni chosen by the Alumni Council, one each 
year to serve for three years, three undergraduates 
chosen by the Athletic Association and a graduate 
treasurer chosen by the council itself. In practice 
the services of the alumni members of this council 
have been felt to be too valuable to lose and each 
man has been reelected at the expiration of his 
term. It would be unwise for reasons already given, 
to reorganize this council on a basis of entire rota¬ 
tion of membership, as already provided for the 
other councils, and yet some change is highly de¬ 
sirable. We therefore suggest that the alumni 
membership be increased to five, in reality but one 
more than at present, two of whom shall be elected 
by the Alumni Council, direct, for a term of four 
years, one being chosen each second year, and these 
men be eligible for reelection; the other three men 
to be chosen for three-year terms, as provided for 
the other councils and ineligible for immediate re- 
election to succeed themselves. The conference 
preceding the nomination of the three-year men for 
this council would naturally be with the Athletic 
Association, or its delegates, rather than with the 
Institute Committee. The three undergraduate 
members of this council should, we think, be re¬ 
tained, and their selection rest with the Athletic 
Association as at present. 

The selection of two men eligible for reelection 
by the Alumni Council alone would give an oppor¬ 
tunity to continue such long term service by men 
especially fitted for this work and able and willing 
to keep on with the duties as some of the members 
of this council have been in the past, and would give 
the Athletic Council a measure of responsibility and 
permanence in the eyes of the Corporation and 
Faculty and preserve to it the best results of past 
experience in dealing with other colleges and 
associations. 


The selection of three men for limited terms, 
after conference with the undergraduates, would 
bring an impetus of new blood to the council and at 
the same time give the students a feeling that their 
wishes were consulted in the selection of a majority 
of the alumni members, and would also make avail¬ 
able a number of men already experienced in 
athletic affairs at the Institute, among whom men 
would doubtless be selected to fill the more perma- 
ment positions on the council when need arose. 

While it is not the function of your committee to 
lay down any definite program for the w ork of this 
reorganized council, w T e would suggest for its con¬ 
sideration, when organized: 

That one of the long term members be chosen 
as trustee of the Corporation funds and of such 
funds as have been and may be contributed by the 
alumni. 

That the council should try to work out arrange¬ 
ments giving the Athletic Association a larger share 
in the details of management of athletics and the 
handling under suitable oversight, of funds raised 
by the undergraduates and of the receipts of all 
meets. 

That the council should take up with the Insti¬ 
tute Committee and the leaders of the Athletic As¬ 
sociation, the possibility of reorganizing the asso¬ 
ciation in a way to make it a more vital body than 
it has been in the past. 

That a system be worked our for the selection of 
the managers for the various teams through com¬ 
petition along the lines of a Civil Service system. 

In order, in case this report is adopted, to put 
the proposed system into working order this year, 
we would recommend that the terms of the present 
councils terminate with the close of the present 
school year, that a nominating committee be chosen 
at this, the April meeting of the Alumni Council to 
confer with the undergraduates and report at the 
May meeting a list of names for the full membership 
of all these advisory councils, with terms properly 
designated to start the proposed system of rotation. 
We would also recommend that the provision of 
ineligibility for reelection shall not take effect as 
regards the men chosen this year for the term of 
one year. 

In the early meetings of our committee some 
reference was given to the need of a more general 
publicity among the graduates in regard to the stu¬ 
dent and especially athletics, and a more general 
attendance by the alumni at such affairs, but a com¬ 
mittee has now been appointed to deal with this 
situation in all its branches. We have no specific 
recommendations to make but would heartily ap¬ 
prove of this committee of publicity and commend 
all possible improvements in this direction. 

While the foregoing report, if adopted, will ter¬ 
minate the services of all the alumni members of 
the various councils and boards we have discussed 
(excepting the board of the Christian Association), 
your committee would commend the loyal work 
which these alumni members have been doing on 
these councils and express the hope that many of 
these men will be selected for service in the new 
councils to carry over the valuable experience which, 
they have already gained through past service. 
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M. I. T. Undergraduate Association 

The first general meeting of the M. I. T. 
Undergraduate Association was held in 
Huntington Hall, April 9, to hear the re¬ 
port of the Institute Committee. 

A. C. Dorrance, T4, president of the 
Institute Committee, presided and made 
a general report of the activities of the 
Institute Committee during the past year. 
Among other things he spoke of receiving 
money from the Tech Show, “Yish Ka 
Bibble,” and the 1914 Technique , amount¬ 
ing to about $2,000, the larger part of 
which will be devoted to athletics. He 
told of the sub-committee of the Insti¬ 
tute Committee which had been ap¬ 
pointed to confer with alumni on the 
Walker Memorial in order to give the 
alumni the undergraduate point of view. 
One of the important accomplishments 
of the committee had been the drawing 
up of a uniform class constitution. One 
of the sub-committees was making an in¬ 
vestigation of the Cooperative Society 
with a view of making some radical 
change, in cooperation with the Alumni 
Association. lie also spoke of the splen¬ 
did work of the Point System Committee 
and of the Union Committee. 

P. II. Guething, T4, spoke on athletics, 
recalling the fact that, the relay team had 
been beaten but once, and then by Har¬ 
vard with its record-breaking team. The 
cross-country team had earned impor¬ 
tant laurels; the wrestling team had been 
undefeated after two years’ career. He 
prophesied that athletics at the Insti¬ 
tute would increase in prosperity with 
the opening of the field on the new Insti¬ 
tute site. 

There were also speeches by the editor- 
in-chief of Technique , and representatives 
of other activities. 

The meeting w r as largely devoted to 
cheering and the singing of Tech songs. 


Students Hear of Alumni Work 

An important student convocation was 
held April 22, in Huntington Hall, to 
hear from Jasper Whiting, ’89, president 
of the Alumni Association, something 


about its purposes and its present and 
past activities. 

The meeting was well attended, and 
it proved to be an interesting one for the 
students, who are now being brought into 
closer touch with the Alumni Association. 

Mr. Whiting described the organiza¬ 
tion and the part the Council plays in it. 
He said that the purpose of the Alumni 
Association was to make the somewhat 
intangible thing called Tech spirit a power 
for good in advancing the interests of 
Technology and of Tech men. He re¬ 
ferred to the close relation between the 
undergraduates and the alumni, and 
urged every man, as soon as he was gradu¬ 
ated, to identify himself with the local 
alumni association wherever he might 
locate. 


President Maclaurin Postpones Trip 

In accordance with long-fixed plans. 
President Maclaurin had prepared to 
make a trip across the continent, the 
last of April, to visit the alumni associa¬ 
tions on the Pacific Coast, stopping en 
route at St. Louis, Kansas City, Denver, 
Salt Lake City, and at Minneapolis on 
his return trip. 

Elaborate preparations had been made 
by the local associations for his reception, 
but unfortunately press of matters con¬ 
nected with the new Institute buildings 
came up during April, and were so im¬ 
perative in their demands upon his time, 
that he was reluctantly obliged to cancel 
all the arrangements. This has been a 
great disappointment to him as well as 
to the members of the associations he 
had intended to visit. 

It is also a source of regret to the 
Alumni Council, who had been planning 
for this trip for some time. It is hoped, 
however, that the visit has only been 
postponed, and that he will be able to 
make the trip at another time. 

If you haven’t paid your Alumni Asso¬ 
ciation dues, do it now. Every dollar is 
spent to advance the interests of the In¬ 
stitute and its Alumni. It is doing things 
and is making the university world sit up 
and take notice. 



NEW YORK CLUB CELEBRATION 


Re-opening of club house celebrated by a big dinner—Everybody happy and 
enthusiastic over the bright prospects for the future 


The opening of the refitted and reju¬ 
venated club house of the New \ork 
Technology Club, 17 Gramercy Park, was 
an event of much moment to the club and 
to Technology interests in general. This 
organization has now a national signifi¬ 
cance, for the facili¬ 
ties which can be of¬ 
fered to members 
include all the com¬ 
forts and most of the 
luxuries that go to 
make up club life, 
and the house will 
soon become a ren¬ 
dezvous for Tech¬ 
nology men from all 
over the country 
whenever they visit 
New York. The 
spirit of the New 
York club has ever 
been one of helpful¬ 
ness to the Institute 
and its interests, 
and this recent ex- 
hibitionof enterprise 
means more in this 
direction than can 
now be estimated. 

The re-opening of 
the club house was 
marked by proper 
ceremonies,which in¬ 
cluded a banquet on 
Saturday, April 18. 

During the day, a 
large number of members visited the club to 
inspect it and to try out its new facilities. 

Probably the most important change 
has been made in the basement, which is 
now devoted wholly to culinary purposes. 
The whole basement has been entirely re¬ 
fitted and remodeled. It is clean and 
wholesome, and is provided with every¬ 


thing needed to maintain a metropolitan 
club. Most important of all it has very 
large cold rooms. 

The most popular room in the house 
proved to be the stein room, the walls of 
which are laid out in rectangular panels, 
each space having 
hooks to hold a pipe 
and a “bowl.” This 
room offers an op¬ 
portunity for special 
decoration, and I. B. 
Hazelton, ’97, one 
of the enthusiastic 
members of the club 
and a well-known 
artist of New York, 
has agreed to make 
decorations for this 
room. One of the 
features decided on 
is a broad, white 
panel at one end of 
the room, which will 
contain the “Stein 
Song.” 

In the entrance 
hall a mosaic floor 
has been laid, the 
desk and telephone 
booths being on the 
left under the stairs, 
and on the right of 
the hall an entrance 
leads to the stein 
room. 

The lounge room 
has not been materially changed, except 
that it has been redecorated and a num¬ 
ber of minor improvements have been 
made. 

The dining room has been extended, 
and is now a large and commodious place. 
Just off the dining room and back of the 
stein room is an ample serving room con- 
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OSWALD HERING, ’97 
Who designed the interior arrangements of the club 

netted with the kitchen below by a safety 
dumb-waiter and a stairway. 

There was ample space for moving the 
open-air pavilion used as a summer dining 
room, back from the house to accommo¬ 
date the extension to the dining room. 

On the second floor all of the rooms 
have been redecorated. The billiard 
room has been enlarged and both pool 
tables placed in it. The smaller room 
which was used as a pool room has been 
made into a very comfortable card room. 

The third floor has been entirely 
changed, and a new modern bathroom in¬ 
stalled. On this floor there are now ac¬ 
commodations for seven guests. 

The top floor, which is designed for the 
accommodation of men who live regularly 
at the club, has been ingeniously con¬ 
trived to give the greatest amount of ac¬ 
commodation as well as comfort. There 
are six sleeping rooms on this floor, all 
opening from a comfortable lounge room. 
Here a new, modern bathroom has also 
been constructed. 

All the fittings are of a substantial and 
practical sort, and the decorations and ar¬ 



R. H. HOWES, ’03 
Who did the construction work 

rangements are of such a character that 
the whole place is most home-like and at¬ 
tractive. 

The dinner which commemorated the 
opening of the refitted house, was held 
Saturday night in the large dining room, 
about eighty guests being present. 

The appreciation of the club was shown 
by the presentation of two commemora¬ 
tive cups to the men who were chiefly 
responsible for the actual work on the 
refitted club house: Oswald C. Hering, 
’97, and R. II. Howes, ’03. The cups 
were presented in a short speech by Ben 
Hurd, ’96, of the board of governors, for¬ 
mer president of the Technology Club of 
New York. 

Walter Large, ’79, the new president, 
presided. Before introducing the speak¬ 
ers, President Large warned them that 
the speeches were to be limited to five 
minutes each. Lester Gardner, ’98, had 
been appointed signal man, and was in¬ 
structed to show a warning light just 
before the expiration of the time and a 
green light when the time was up. As a 
matter of fact Gardner possessed a whole 












363 


The Technology Review 


battery of indoor bombs, and he was 
perfectly heartless in carrying out his 
instructions. The scheme worked, how¬ 
ever, and the speeches were all very brief. 

The first speaker, W. W. Bosworth, ’89, 
a member of the club, and architect of the 
new Technology buildings, spoke briefly 
on the progress of the work in Cambridge. 

The next speaker was I. W. Litchfield, 
’85, field manager of the Alumni Associa¬ 
tion, who received a whole broadside of 
bombs just as he was to the point of work¬ 
ing a “grind” on Gardner. 

Then followed short speeches from 
representatives of the clubs that had 
kindly offered the hospitality of their 
houses to the Technology men during the 
period when their club house was closed. 
The speakers were: Messrs. G. V. Bou- 
vier, Jr., vice-president of the Columbia 
Club; Mr. Lamb, secretary of the Na¬ 
tional Arts Club; Dr. Charles F. Mc¬ 
Kenna, president of the Chemists Club; 
Major Landon of the Princeton Club, and 
Mr. Jerome Green, representing the Har¬ 
vard Club. 

Dr. Rudolph Hering spoke of the great 
educational advantages that are offered 
to students by the Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy today. 

The last speaker was Jasper Whiting, 
’89, president of the Alumni Association, 
who went to New York to present the 
replica of the seal of the Institute done in 
heroic size. The seal had been hung in 
the lounge room of the club. The theme 
of Mr. Whiting’s remarks was the essence 
of Technology spirit which was shown in 
the various enterprises that the alumni 
had undertaken, especially the latest 
undertaking of the New York Technol¬ 
ogy Club. 

After dinner the “pipe and bowl” 
panels in the stein room were auctioned off 
by Alexander R. McKirn, ’85, these panels 
to be held by the purchaser during his life. 
Twenty-eight of them were auctioned off 
at a total of $437. 


New Tech Club in Dayton 

An informal dinner of Tech alumni was 
held at the Phillips House, Dayton, 
Thursday evening, April 2. There were 


present at the dinner the following men: 
James E. Barlow, ’05, Henry B. Canby, 
’02, Levitt L. Custer, ’13, Ernest DeWitt, 
T2, Elmer L. Gerber, ’97, Michael J. 
Gibbons, Jr., ’06, Frank B. Heathman, 
’98, Warren H. Kiefaber, ’08, Donald A. 
Kohr, ’01, Edward Kramer, ’98, Freeman 
A. Pretzinger, ’12, Carleton D. Putnam, 
’08, C. H. Spiehler, ’08, Henry M. Waite, 
’90, Ashley B. Whitmore, ’98, Walter G. 
Wuichet, ’89, Frank H. Smith, ’02, Paul 
A. Montanus, ’05 (Springfield, Ohio). 

Paul R. Brown, ’96, George H. Mead, 
’00, John II. Pardonner, Jr., ’97, E. G. 
Pease, ’93, Edward C. Wells, ’92 and 
A. W. French, ’89 (Piqua, Ohio), were 
expected, but found it impossible to be 
present. 

Wuichet, ’89, presided and called upon 
each man to introduce himself and give 
his experience since he left the Institute. 

The Dayton Technology Club was 
organized by the election of the following 
officers: W. G. Wuichet, ’89, president; 
Henry M. Waite, ’90, vice-president; E. 
C. Wells, ’92, secretary-treasurer. 

During the month the club has had 
two luncheons at the Rike-Kumler res¬ 
taurant. There were eleven men present 
at the first and ten at the second. These 
have been so successful that arrangements 
have been made for a luncheon at 12.15 
at the same place each Friday. 

Since the dinner, Kenneth Grant, W. 
V. Schmiedeke and R. W. Chandler have 
been discovered, so that we now have 
twenty-five men in Dayton, with Monta¬ 
nus in Springfield and French in Piqua 
near enough to meet with us. 

Edward C. Wells, ’92, Secretary. 


Death of Mrs. Maclaurin’s Mother 

Mrs. Jeanie B. Young, mother of Mrs. 
Richard C. Maclaurin, wife of the Presi¬ 
dent of the Institute, died suddenly April 
10, at Wallington, Surrey, England. Mrs. 
Young had been an invalid for some time, 
but her death came unexpectedly. 

With Mrs. Young at the time of her 
death was one daughter, Miss Nannie 
Young, while her second daughter, Miss 
Jeanie Young, had been spending the 
winter with Mrs. Maclaurin in Boston. 



ALUMNI NIGHT AT THE OPERA HOUSE 


Tech Show puts on best performance it has ever presented—Large and brilliant 
audience fills the Opera House and enjoys the play 


On April 16, occurred the second 
performance of the annual Tech Show 
at the Boston Opera House, and the 
alumni audience that greeted the per¬ 
formers when the curtain went up was 
fully as large and as brilliant as that of 
last year. Indeed the entire house was 
practically sold out ten days before the 
performance was given, and during that 
time there was much scurrying about for 
tickets on the part of those who had 
failed to avail themselves of the earlier 
opportunity. 

The boxes were in chief demand, seven 
of them being taken by the class of ’89 
which is celebrating its twenty-fifth 
anniversary. Technology colors and 
streamers bedecked the house, the ’89 
boxes having received special attention. 

This was the second opportunity the 
alumni have had to witness the Tech 
Show, and its appreciation was hearty 
and generous. Although from a profes¬ 
sional standpoint many features of the 
play could be criticised, it was probably 
the best Tech Show that we have had, 
from the alumni point of view. Never did 
the enthusiasm or applause wane until the 
final curtain. 

Between the acts V. M. T. Tolman, 
T4, leader of the Glee Club, called for 
several rounds of cheers, which were 
heartily responded to by the entire house. 
He also led in the singing of “Take Me 
Back to Tech,” and the “Stein Song”; 
and the latter was joined in with hearti¬ 
ness, as the audience was acquainted with 
the words, which was not true of the 
first song. It may be explained, how¬ 
ever, that preparations had been made 
to throw the words of the songs on a 
screen, but at the last moment it was 
found that a white drop for this purpose 
could not well be used. 

As usual the show was entirely pro¬ 
duced by Tech men. 


The student orchestra this year was 
especially good and called for much 
commendation. 

As was the case with last year’s show, 
“Money in Sight,” the presentation of 
“A Royal Johnny” had a realistic atmos¬ 
phere of college life, and like the last 
year’s performance, the first act, carry¬ 
ing with it the greater college flavor, was 
the best; although in the case of “A 
Royal Johnny” the drop in the last act 
was not nearly as great. The interest 
of the alumni was held throughout the 
entire piece. 

The book was written by Edgar L. 
Kaula, T6, and it concerns the happen¬ 
ings of the Gummy Phi Fraternity in 
Russia. There was just enough plot on 
which to string a number of unusually 
good features. 

The particular specialties most appre¬ 
ciated were the dancing and the chorus 
work. The principals took their parts 
well, the star of the show being F. Hast¬ 
ings Smythe, T3, now a graduate student 
at the Institute. As Alice, the chorus 
lady, Smythe won the hearts of every¬ 
body. Smythe has been a star of a 
number of Tech shows, and was at his 
best in the last show. 

Gale Shedd, Jr., T4, as Smith, was a 
continuous wellspring of joy, and the 
audience enjoyed him immensely. His 
wonderful dancing of last year was 
missed, however, as he had no dancing 
part in “A Royal Johnny.” 

The most sensational feature of the 
entire show was the toe dancing of J. 
Paul Gardner, T4, premier danseuse, and 
H. O. Whitney, ’16, was a close second to 
Gardner. The dancing feature was by 
far the most fascinating of the entire 
performance. 

In the second act was introduced a 
clever tabloid musical comedy, in which 
some hits on the show were made. R. M. 
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Rennie, ’15, as the “avoirdupois danse- 
use,” did a travesty on Gardner’s toe 
work, which was perfectly convulsing. 
Mr. Rennie also appeared as chief of the 
anarchists, and did his part well. 

Nearly 1,000 alumni attended the 
performance, the rest of the audience 
being undergraduates. 

The story of the play deals with the 
kingdom of Polyhemia, a Russian de¬ 
pendency. Paul of Vlodak, the young 
heir to the throne, has been sent to 
America for his education, receiving it 
at the Rahton College. At commence¬ 
ment, he avers that he will never re¬ 
turn to his native country, having fallen 
in love with Alice, a Broadway “ queen.” 

At that moment a telegram is re¬ 
ceived that his uncle, the King, has 
died, and that he, the heir, must be 
crowned within three months or the 
country will revert to the Empire of 
the Russias. Johnnie Simpson, a friend, 
is induced to masquerade as the prince 
in the interview with the premier, who 
is expected that evening to arrange for 
his return. 

The Princess Elaine, who is to marry 
the crowned King, he finds to be the 
girl he fell in love with when last in 
Paris, where the Princess had gone incog. 
Paul is injured while on his way to the 
theatre to meet Alice, and Simpson has 
to go through the whole ceremony, taking 
his friends with him to Pol} hernia, as a 
bodyguard. 

One of his friends, J. Adelbert Smith, 
is the son of a mine owner who wants 
the valuable iron mines in the kingdom, 
these mines being the objective of the 
Russian government as Well. Eventually, 
the Russians discover the fraud and send 
an army to take them. In the meantime. 
Smith, with the aid of Alice, secures the 
deeds of these mines from the chief of the 
anarchists in return for his promise that 
the King will abdicate and establish a 
republic. The play ends with the Rus¬ 
sians foiled and the lovers happy. 


Apply for balcony tickets for Tech 
Night at the Pops while good seats are 
to be had. 


The Big Brother Act 

The Technology Club of Syracuse has 
sent out notices to the preparatory schools 
in that city and vicinity, stating that the 
club and its individual members desire to 
know of any prospective Institute stu¬ 
dents, in order that they might be recom¬ 
mended to friends of Syracuse men in 
Boston, Institute authorities, etc., and be 
made to feel at home from the time they 
arrive at the Institute. 

It is the intention of the Syracuse men 
to carry out this work thoroughly and to 
keep in close touch with the work of the 
men coming from that city, with the idea 
of helping each one as far as possible. 

This plan has also extended to some of 
the other associations. The young man 
coming from a distant city will surely 
have greater confidence when he knows 
that some one connected with the Insti¬ 
tute, or an Institute alumnus, is directly 
interested in his welfare, and will be glad 
to see him and advise him at any time. 


Duluth on the Alumni Map 

The Technology Club of Lake Superior 
was organized in Duluth, Minnesota, 
January 1, 1914, and since then has been 
holding monthly meetings on the second 
Saturday of every month. These meet¬ 
ings are held in the evening, and after an 
informal supper the members become 
better acquainted with each other and 
talk over matters of interest in connec¬ 
tion with the Institute. 

The officers of the club are Samuel B. 
Sheldon, ’89, president; Walter G. Zim¬ 
merman, ’98, vice-president; and Floid M. 
Fuller, ’06, secretary'. 

Death of Ralph G. Brown 

Ralph Galbraith Brown, ’91, died of 
heart failure in Nice, France, following 
an attack of pneumonia, March 27. At 
the time of his death Mr. Brown was 
widely known as the manager of the 
Nanepashemet Hotel at Marblehead 
Neck. 



366 


The Technology Review 



Daniel Pratt, The Great American Traveler and his Tribute to The Tech, written about 1882 
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TECH NIGHT AT THE POPS 


SYMPHONY HALL 

TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 9 

AT 8 O’CLOCK 


THE CLASS OF 1914 WILL BE INITIATED INTO THE 
ALUMNI RANKS WITH IMPRESSIVE CEREMONIES 


Old Time Pictures 

In response to our request for pictures 
recalling interesting scenes and earlier 
days at the Institute, a number of photo¬ 
graphs have been sent in, among them 
being two which are printed in this issue. 

One of them is submitted by F. C. 
Sutter, ’93, of Detroit, and shows the 
end of the Pierce building on Trinity 
Place, photographed from a point back 
of the Art Museum. This picture was 
taken in the early 90’s, and the great 
change which has taken place since then 
gives it much interest. 

The other picture was suggested by 
the reference Mr. Coburn made, in his 
letter published in the April Review, to 
Daniel Pratt, the Great American Trav¬ 
eler. 

Daniel Pratt was a well-known charac¬ 
ter among the New England students in 
the 70's and early 80’s. He spent a large 
portion of his time in visiting the New 
England colleges, where a committee of 
undergraduates would arrange for an 


address to the students. He had a vast 
array of facts and figures, and a wonder¬ 
ful vocabulary, which included many 
self-coined words. Although his talks 
were of a rambling nature, the students al¬ 
ways gave him a welcome, and he always 
insisted on proper payment, which was 
generally attended to. He visited the 
Institute at least once every year, and 
on the occasion referred to by Mr. Co¬ 
burn, he wrote an appreciation of The 
Tech, which is reproduced here. 

IV e are also in receipt of a picture of 
Daniel Pratt taken in the early 70’s. 
The manuscript which he holds in his 
hand is really a roll of wall paper. 


Death of Eben S. Draper 

Eben S. Draper, ’78, former governor 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
died in Greenville, S. C., April 9, follow¬ 
ing an attack of paralysis. 

A sketch of Governor Draper’s life 
will appear in the July number of the 
Technology Review. 







MERRIMACK VALLEY CLUB DINES 


Members from Lawrence and Lowell fraternize at the Vesper Country Club 
—Undergraduate quartet a feature 


On Thursday evening, April 30, the 
Merrimack Valiev Association held its 
dinner at the Vesper Country Club, at 
Tyngsboro, near Lowell. There were 
about thirty members present, part of 
whom came from Lawrence. 

The business meeting was held just 
before the dinner, at which the following 
officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
George W. Hamblet, ’88, Lawrence, presi¬ 
dent; Charles H. Eames, ’97, Lowell, vice- 
president; John A. Collins, Jr., ’97, 
Lawrence, secretary; W. O. Hildreth, ’87, 
Lowell, treasurer. The above officers 
with R. F. Pickels, ’86, Lowell, constitute 
the executive committee; R. A. Hale, ’77, 
was elected to represent the association 
on the Alumni Council. 

During the dinner a quartet of under¬ 
graduates favored the company, and 
included in their program a number of 
topical songs, referring to individuals 
connected with the Merrimack Valley 
Association. The quartet led the con¬ 
gregational singing, which included the 
“Stein Song,” and other popular airs. 

President G. C. Dempsey, ’88, as toast¬ 
master, introduced the first speaker, I. W. 
Litchfield, ’85, field manager of the 
Alumni Association, who spoke of the 
dignity and power of the Institute, sup¬ 
ported as it was by its four cooperating 
factors, the Corporation, Faculty, alumni 
and undergraduates, all of which were 
exerting every influence to advance the 
interests of the Institute. He referred 
more especially to the activities of the 
Alumni Council and the new plan of 
sustaining memberships, by means of 
which the debt of the association had been 
wiped out, and funds had been made 
available for work along new and impor¬ 
tant lines. 

F. M. Kanaly, instructor in physical 
training, gave a very clear idea of the 
status of athletics at the Institute, and of 


the system in vogue, which is designed to 
give its greatest benefit to the average 
man rather than to groom stars for ath¬ 
letic events. He referred especially to 
the lack of physical development in the 
average student, and the necessity of 
proper physique to the engineer. Much 
greater interest is being taken in athletics 
generally than ever before. A larger 
number of new men is coming out, and 
many of them promise well. The great 
difficulty, he said, was to break down the 
feeling of diffidence and get the new men 
to mix with the others in general athletic 
sports. He spoke of specific instances of 
young men who had come with poor 
physical development, who had been 
greatly benefited by the athletic exer¬ 
cises, and of others who were unable to 
stand the strain of sustained study or of 
examinations until they had received the 
benefit of instruction in gymnastics or at 
the track. Mr. Kanaly also gave a review 
of the athletic record of undergraduates 
during the season. 

Charles E. Fox, ’14, a senior at the 
Institute who was next called upon, gave a 
description of the undergraduate organi¬ 
zation. He showed that under the Insti¬ 
tute Committee, which is the student 
senate, all the interests of the students are 
cooperating, and that the result has been 
extremely beneficial to every activity. 
He described in detail the work of the 
Point System Committee, and the Fi¬ 
nance Committee, stating that since the 
latter was formed, every activity had not 
only been solvent, but most of them had 
been more of a success financially than 
ever before. 

The last speaker of the evening was 
Eben S. Stevens, ’68, who spoke of the 
early days at the Institute in the rooms 
on Summer street, and told a number of 
anecdotes that happened at that time. 
Mr. Stevens has been a term member of 



The Technology Review 


3G9 


the Corporation for two successive terms, 
and because of his close relations with the 
Corporation and the alumni, he has been 
able to see the great benefits that the 
Institute has conferred and is conferring 
on her sons. 

He felt that every former student of 
Technology owed his Alma Mater a great 
debt of gratitude, and he was fully assured 
that this was realized by a large number of 
the men who were now not only willing, 
but who had already contributed gener¬ 
ously to its advancement, whether with 
money or with effort. 

Mr. Stevens, who is president of the 
Connecticut Valley Association, invited 
the members present to attend the an¬ 
nual meeting of that organization at the 
Hartford Yacht Club, Saybrook, Conn., 
June 26 and 27. 


Tech Night at the Pops 

The annual greeting extended by 
alumni to the senior class will take place 
at Symphony Hall, Tuesday, June 9, 
and in character it will differ in many 
respects from any former celebration of 
this kind. Some of the main features 
of Tech night at the Pops will be retained. 
The Symphony orchestra will be in atten¬ 
dance, and the regular pop concert pro¬ 
gram will be given during the earlier part 
of the evening. The remainder of the 
time will be devoted to the initiation of 
the new graduates into the mysteries of 
alumni life, with hair-raising ceremonies. 

The exact program has not been di¬ 
vulged by the committee, but it is under¬ 
stood that the doings wall be of a char¬ 
acter to impress the initiates with the high 
responsibilities they are about to under¬ 
take by putting their courage and prow¬ 
ess to the touch. The class of ’89, 
which celebrates its twenty-fifth anni¬ 
versary, will act as sponsors for the gradu¬ 
ates and w r ill direct their trembling steps 
along the edges of steep precipices and 
around the pitfalls that threaten the 
inexperienced feet of youth. They will 
be given some wholesome advice and will 
be properly hall-marked and counter¬ 
signed before they are sent out into the 
w orld with the alumni blessing. 


Applications for seats at Symphony 
Hall are being sent out. Each former 
student may apply for a floor ticket and 
as many balcony tickets as he may 
desire. Applications for balcony seats 
w r ill be filled in the order of their receipt, 
and the committee reserves the right to 
reduce the number applied for, if more 
than four, and to substitute second bal¬ 
cony seats if first balcony seats are ex¬ 
hausted. 

The concert will begin at eight, and 
every class should be in its place to give 
the opening cheer for the class of 1914. 

The price for floor seats is $1.00; first 
two rows balcony $1.00; other bal¬ 
cony seats $.75. 


Anniversary Celebrations 

The class of ’89, which celebrates its 
twenty-fifth anniversary this year, has 
planned to rendezvous at the Hartford 
Yacht Club, Saybrook, Conn., on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, June 5, 6, 7, and 
it is expected that some of the men will 
arrive on Thursday night, June 4. The 
club house is on Long Island Sound, and 
contains large rooms and abundant sleep¬ 
ing accommodations. The pleasant ex¬ 
perience of ’93 at the Hartford Yacht Club 
has largely influenced the committee to 
select Saybrook for the class celebration. 

The first day, Friday, will be devoted 
to simple w r ater-side sports and pastime, 
with a mild preparatory celebration in 
the evening. On Saturday there will be 
a gigantic clam-bake, and the day will 
come to a climax with a big banquet. 

Interest in the reunion is being worked 
up through a class publication, The Quar¬ 
ter Centurion of ’89, edited by George C. 
Wales, chairman of the committee on 
publication. It is just about as full of 
meat as a yeast cake, and devotes its en¬ 
tire energy to ameliorating the world 
through the beneficence radiating from 
the class of ’89. 

The classes of ’94, ’99, ’04 and ’09 have 
decided to put over their principal cele¬ 
brations until next year, the occasion of 
the big reunion. These classes, however, 
will celebrate informally this spring. 
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The end of the Pierce Building, Trinity Place, from back of the Art Museum (About 1892) 


First Meeting at Bridgeport 

Sixteen Tech men attended a dinner at 
the University Club, Bridgeport, Conn., 
April 17, and with Mr. Clinton E. Woods, 
’84, acting as chairman, a business meet¬ 
ing was held at which it was decided to 
form a permanent alumni association to 
be known as the Technology Club 
of Bridgeport, and the following officers 
were elected: F. C. Blanchard, ’91, presi¬ 
dent; G. M. Macdonald, ’03, secretary; 
H. R. Philbrick, ’06, treasurer. 

The following committee was appointed 
to act as a committee on proceedings: 
W. A. Swain, T5; P. W. Dalrymple, T2; 
E. G. Gallagher, ’00. 

The other men present were: Horace 
T. Smith, ’98; M. L. Waterman, ’IS; 

R. B. Pulsifer, ’12; W. D. Allen, ’ll; Leo. 

S. Hubbard, T3; J. A. McElroy, ’07; 
Lloyd A. Patrick, ’ll; Howard L. Stone, 
T4; Henry Stagg, Jr., ’17; Robert H. 
Leach, ’00. 

After the business of the evening was 
over Mr. Woods entertained the boys 


with an interesting talk on some early 
experiences in the electrical field, when 
a man considered himself fully equipped 
for electrical engineering work with a 
knowledge of volts, amperes, ohms, a pair 
of pliers and a ball of adhesive tape. He 
traced in an interesting and instructive 
way the rapid development of the elec¬ 
trical business and gave the members 
some good advice regarding the important 
part a technical man should play in the 
new work of scientific management and 
efficiency. Mr. Woods has done a great 
deal of important work along these lines. 

Horace T. Smith, ’98, related some 
amusing incidents in connection with his 
early work in the laboratory, which 
showed the wonderful advance made in 
manufacturing plant laboratories during 
the past fifteen years. 

R. H. Leach, ’00, entertained with some 
of his experiences as mining engineer and 
E. G. Gallagher, ’00, gave an instructive 
talk on his work in Russia and Austria 
in connection with submarine boats. 

















HOW TECH HELPS ITS STUDENTS 

Facts of interest to Alumni, bearing on scholarships at the Institute—Figures 
showing assistance given during last six years 


A very interesting report has been pre¬ 
sented to the Faculty of the Massachu¬ 
setts Institute of Technology, which sets 
forth the statistics of scholarships, these 
being a measure of the number of stu¬ 
dents who otherwise would have been 
financially unable to prosecute their 
studies. In view of the figures in salary 
that the students get within a few years 
of graduation, such statistics are of inter¬ 
est, for they measure the capital that an 
education in a technical college represents. 

The scholarships at the Institute are 
intended to be helps to deserving young 
men of slender means. There are avail¬ 
able the funds of the Institute itself, de¬ 
voted to the purpose, while on account of 
the state grant to the school, the Com¬ 
monwealth names some of the students 
who are to receive aid. 

An abstract of the report of the com¬ 
mittee of which Dr. Davis R. Dewey is 
chairman, follows: 


Year 

Number Aided 
TECH STATE TOTAL 

Total 

Regis¬ 

Per cent. 
Aided 

1907-08 

175 

40 

215 

tration 

1415 

15.2 

1908-09 

199 

47 

246 

1461 

16.8 

1909-10 

199 

54 

253 

1479 

17.1 

1910-11 

187 

56 

243 

1506 

16.1 

1911-12 

187 

80 

267 

1566 

17.0 

1912-13 

207 

99 

306 

1611 

18.9 


It will be noted that there has been a 
considerable increase in the number of 
grants. In 1908-09 the number of In¬ 
stitute grants was swollen on account of 
the distress caused by the financial dis¬ 
turbance of 1907. The increase in state 
grants in 1911-12 was due to the doub¬ 
ling of the number of state scholarships 
by the legislature at the time of increased 
state aid, two whole scholarships being 
assigned to each senatorial district. In 
the following year a few of these state 
grants were split by the State Board of 
Education, thus raising the total to 99. 


The number of grants has increased a 
little more rapidly than the total regis¬ 
tration of students. In 1907-08 approxi¬ 
mately one student in every 6.6 received 
a grant, and in 1912-13 the proportion 
was one to every 5.3. It may be thought 
that this increase has been due to a lower¬ 
ing of the standard by the scholarship 
committee, but such suggestion is not 
true. 

With reference to the grants made by 
the state, the committee makes note that 
under the present law all applications 
of students must be approved by the 
state senator. Some of the senators fol¬ 
low the policy of approving all applica¬ 
tions of worthy students from their dis¬ 
tricts, while others restrict this privilege 
to only two. If the latter method is fol¬ 
lowed, the State Board of Education has 
no alternative but to make the awards 
according to the senator’s wish, provided, 
of course, that the students have a clear 
entrance record. The State Board of 
Education, as has always been its policy, 
secures from the Institute the record of 
students. Technology is, therefore, large¬ 
ly safeguarded against awards being made 
to students who have a poor record, but 
not against awards being made to stu¬ 
dents who may not be considered in severe 
need. 

The amounts awarded from Institute 
funds (not including the Rogers’ fund) 
have increased from $20,437 in 1907-08 
to $23,255 in 1912-13. 

Thirteen per cent, of the scholarships 
last year were granted to freshmen. It 
has occasionally been questioned whether 
it is prudent to give such aid to first-year 
students. As throwing light on this 
question the committee says that there is 
some risk in selecting students early in 
their course, but examination of the rec¬ 
ords shows that the judgment of the com- 
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mittee, on the whole, has not been mis¬ 
placed. Of the 17 freshmen in the class 
of 1911 who received some aid in the year 
1907-08, all but one were graduated. The 
exception left during the first term of his 
third year in good standing as far as his 
studies were concerned. And so in the 
class of 1912, there were 25 freshmen 
aided from the Institute funds; and of 
these, 22 were graduated. As evidence 
of the effort of the committee to main¬ 
tain a high standard of scholarship as a 
condition of receiving a grant, 12 of the 
awards for the second term were made 
subject to good records to be secured dur¬ 
ing the first term. Eleven of these stu¬ 
dents fulfilled the conditions. 

The committee was obliged to refuse 
59 applications, divided by classes as 
follows: seniors 15, juniors 15, sopho¬ 
mores 23, and freshmen 6. During the 
past year seven full grants and two half¬ 
grants were made to students resident in 
Cambridge, and it is understood that a 
number of Cambridge students will here¬ 
after be selected for scholarship aid. 


Rhode Island Men Meet 

About forty members of the Technology 
Club of Rhode Island met at the Turk’s 
Head Club, Providence, April 24, to elect 
officers for the new year, and to hear the 
latest news of the Institute from Boston 
representatives. 

The chief feature of the occasion was 
the presence of a quartet of undergradu¬ 
ates who sang Tech songs, popular songs 
and impromptu songs to the delighted and 
appreciative audience. Practically every 
one of the songs was encored. 

The officers elected for the coming year 
were: William C. Dart, ’91, president; 
Z. W. Bliss, ’89, vice-president; and Clar¬ 
ence L. Hussey, ’08, secretary-treasurer. 
These officers, with A. E. Hill, ’81, and 
E. D. Pingree, ’96, form the executive 
committee. 

President Charles F. Tillinghast, ’95, 
introduced the first speaker, James W. 
Rollins, ’78, president of the Technology 
Clubs Associated and former president of 
the Alumni Association. Mr. Rollins 


gave an impressive idea of the work that 
the Alumni Association has done and is 
doing, referring to the fact that the Presi¬ 
dent had recently stated that the Council 
initiated many of the policies of the Insti¬ 
tute of Technology. 

Prof. Charles F. Park, ’92, the next 
speaker, gave a picture of the mechanical 
laboratories soon to be erected in the new 
buildings at Cambridge. The view as he 
gave it was a most impressive one, and 
covered every important field of mechan¬ 
ical research. The lay-out described by 
Professor Park showed that the authori¬ 
ties were fully alive to the importance of 
securing the best facilities for investiga¬ 
tion and research work. 

I. W. Litchfield, ’85, field manager of 
the Alumni Association, spoke of the 
dignity and power of the Institute with 
its wonderful record and traditions, of the 
Council, Corporation, Faculty, under¬ 
graduates and alumni. He spoke par¬ 
ticularly of the alumni activities, referring 
to the fact that the wiping out of a large 
part of the debt that the association had 
accumulated, by the new “sustaining 
memberships,” had allowed some of the 
funds to be used for advance work that 
otherwise would not have been possible. 
One of the important features introduced 
into alumni activities, he said, was that of 
getting into personal touch with the vari¬ 
ous local alumni associations. He gave a 
brief review of his experiences at meetings 
of some of the local associations recently, 
and invited the Rhode Island men to at¬ 
tend the great Tech celebration in Boston 
in 1915. 

Ben. Hurd, ’96, formerly president of 
the Technology Club of New York, de¬ 
scribed the exercises at the opening of 
the enlarged club house on April 18. He 
told of the greatly improved facilities of 
the club and of the wonderful cooperation 
of Tech men, in New York and elsewhere 
that had made this enterprise possible. 

Hon. Zenas W. Bliss, ’89, formerly 
lieutenant-governor of the state of Rhode 
Island was the last speaker. Mr. Bliss 
felt that the Tech alumni of the state, 
numbering some 150 men, should be 
more active and of more service to their 
Alma Mater. 
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Promotions in Instructing Staff 

At a meeting of the Executive Commit¬ 
tee of the Institute the following promo¬ 
tions were made in the instructing staff: 

From the grade of associate professor 
to the grade of professor—Warren K. 
Lewis, in chemical engineering; George 
B. Haven, in machine design; Samuel C. 
Prescott, in industrial biology, and Charles 
B. Breed, in railroad engineering. 

From the grade of assistant professor 
to the grade of associate professor—Car- 
roll W. Doten, of economics; A. A. 
Blanchard, of inorganic chemistry; S. M. 
Gunn, of sanitary biology and public 
health; A. T. Robinson, of English; A. G. 
Woodman, of food analysis. 

From the grade of instructor to the 
grade of assistant professor—(diaries W. 
Green, in electrical engineering; Henry 
H. W. Keith, in naval architecture; 
John F. Norton, in chemistry of sanita¬ 
tion; Joseph W. Phelan, in inorganic chem¬ 
istry; George W. Swett, in machine 
design; Frederick H. Lahee, in geology. 

From the grade of assistant to the 
grade of instructor—Ralph G. Adams, in 
mechanical engineering; Arthur E. Bei¬ 
lis and Charles L. Burdick, in theoreti¬ 
cal chemistry; Edward A. Ingham, in 
biology; Norman Osann, in electrical 
engineering, and DeWitt. M. Taylor, in 
mechanical engineering. 


A Rand Memorial 

A movement, started some weeks ago 
to create a memorial to the late Frank 
H. Rand, assistant treasurer and bursar, 
by members of the classes from ’04 to ’IS 
inclusive, has resulted in the formation 
of a committee of representatives of 
these classes, and definite plans are now 
being made for this memorial. The 
classes named are those that were here at 
the Institute during Mr. Rand’s time, 
and it seemed fitting that they should, 
together, perpetuate his memory. 

The definite plans of the committee 
will be printed in the June number of 
the Technology Review. 


Technology Defeats Bowdoin 

The Institute track team went to 
Brunswick, Maine, April 25, and won an 
easy victory over Bowdoin College, scor¬ 
ing 891 points to Bowdoin’s 36|. 

In the strictly track events, Bowdoin 
only won three points, taking third in 
the mile run, 440-yard dash and 220-yard 
dash. In the jump and weight events, 
Bowdoin showed to better advantage, 
taking all the points in the hammer and 
discus throwing, second and third places 
in the shot-put and the broad jump, and 
tying for first place in the pole vault and 
high jump. 

In the two-mile run Cook, T5, of 
Technology bettered the Maine state 
record by one second. 

North Shore Outing 

The Lynn Tech Club, composed of stu¬ 
dents and alumni of the Institute of 
Technology, is planning an outing in 
June. There are 37 students from Lynn 
and surrounding towns at Tech, and in 
Lynn, Swampscott and Nahant there are 
100 graduates of that institution. It is 
planned to unite all of the alumni with 
the student body. 

Within a short time members of the 
high schools of Lynn will be invited to go 
to the Institute of Technology and see the 
nature of the work. Ralph II. Nutter of 
Beach Bluff is working with the officers 
of the association to complete arrange¬ 
ments for the outing .—Lynn News. 


$100,000 from Governor Draper 

By the will of the late ex-Governor 
Draper the Institute of Technology is 
given $100,000 for its permanent funds. 

Governor Draper has been a member 
of the Corporation of the Institute for a 
number of years, and has been an impor¬ 
tant figure in that body. On special oc¬ 
casions when Technology has needed 
money. Governor Draper has been among 
the first to be called upon. 



THE 

MASSACHUSETTS 
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 

Boston, Mass. 


T HE MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY aims to give thorough in¬ 
struction in Civil, Mechanical, Chemical, Mining, Electrical, and Sanitary Engineer¬ 
ing; in Chemistry, Electrochemistry, Architecture, Physics, Biology and Public Health, 
Geology, and tfaval Architecture. 

To be admitted to the Institute, the applicant must have attained the age of seventeen 
years and must pass examinations in algebra, plane and solid geometry, physics, history of 
the United States (or ancient history), English, French and German. Preparation in some 
one of a series of elective subjects is also required. A division of these examinations be¬ 
tween different examination periods is allowed. In general, a faithful student who has 
passed creditably through a good high school, having two years’ study of French and Ger¬ 
man, should be able to pass the Institute examinations. 

Graduates of colleges, and in general all applicants presenting certificates representing 
work done at other colleges, are excused from the usual entrance examinations and from 
any subjects already satisfactorily completed. Records of the College Entrance Examina¬ 
tion Board, which holds examinations at many points throughout the country and in Europe, 
are also accepted for admission to the Institute. 

Instructor is given by means of lectures and recitations, in connection with appropriate 
work in the laboratory, drawing-room or field. To this end extensive laboratories of chem¬ 
istry, physics, biology, mining, mechanical engineering, applied mechanics, and the mechanic 
arts, have been thoroughly equipped, and unusual opportunities for field-work and for the 
examination of existing structures and industries have been secured. So far as is practica¬ 
ble, instruction is given personally to small sections rather than by lectures to large bodies of 
students. 

The regular courses are of four years’ duration, and lead to the degree of Bachelor of 
Science. In most courses the work may also be distributed over five years by students who 
prefer to do so. Special students are admitted to work for which they are qualified; and the 
degrees of Master of Science, Doctor of Philosophy, and Doctor of Engineering are given for 
resident study subsequent to graduation. Opportunity for research is offered in all the 
departmental laboratories, in the three recently established Research Laboratories of Applied 
Chemistry and Physical Chemistry, and in the Sanitary Research Laboratory and Sewage 
Experiment Station. 

The tuition fee not including breakage in the laboratories, is $250 a year. In addition, 
$30 to $35 per year is required for books and drawing materials. 

For catalogues and information, address 

ALLYNE L. MERRILL, Secretary of the Faculty, 

491 Boylston Street, Boston. 
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Increased 

Production 


Increased production is the aim of all Tech graduates who 
are in charge of manufacturing plants. One way to help is 
to have all the mechanics provided with 


Starrett Tools 


These tools are designed each for a number of different uses 
and are made to stand years of service. Accuracy is their fun¬ 
damental; convenience, their feature. The line covers mi- ^| 

crometers, levels, calipers, rules, etc. Is your plant 
taking advantage of every method that tends to 
increase production? :::::: 


The L. S. Starrett 
Company ^ 

Athol, Mass. 
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Catalog 
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